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Rittal expands its Hygienic Design series

Terminal boxes now safer and cleaner

Rittal has now expanded its range of Hygienic Design enclosures by adding new easy-to-clean HD terminal boxes. The new compact stainless steel enclosures with sloping sides and external, gap-free seals ensure top hygienic characteristics. Quick‑release fasteners and a tighter than usual mounting rail pitch pattern also guarantee simple assembly and flexible component mounting.
Herborn, 18 August 2010 – Terminal boxes are used for holding electrical and electronic components. Rittal has developed special Hygienic Design (HD) terminal boxes for use in hygiene-critical applications in the food industry that can be easily cleaned in frequently recurring cleaning cycles, so meeting the hygiene requirements. The tried and tested Hygienic Design features apply, just as with the larger HD enclosure series. 
The safe and gap-free gasket between the enclosure and cover is achieved by an external, blue silicone seal. In comparison to conventional seals, it is much more stable in contact with detergents, acids and alkalis, and it can also be replaced more easily. One particular benefit of this sealing concept is that it permits an enclosure technology which is free of dead spaces. 
In addition, the sides of the enclosure and cover, with a slope of 3 or 10°, ensure the highest hygienic characteristics. While traditional terminal boxes are fastened with a large number of screws, the new HD versions get by with just four easy-to-clean terminal boxes. Instead of cross-head screws, Rittal employs easy-to clean hexagon bolts. 
The new HD terminal boxes, which can be mounted either horizontally or vertically as desired, are offered in five standard sizes. These range from square 150x150x 80 mm (WxHxD) to rectangular enclosures of 400x200x 120 mm in size.
Depending on size and use, the HD terminal boxes offer sufficient space for compact sensors or I/O components. The enclosures are equipped with two mounting rails as standard. What is new is the tighter pitch pattern (6.25 mm instead of 12.5 mm), which allows them to be mounted even more flexibly, for instance with support rails. The mounting plates of Rittal's proven KL terminal boxes can also be installed during assembly.
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